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not follow that, if there is a Church at all, there is no
more binding authority in the theology of the Nicene
and Athanasian Creeds. And it is the province of
the divine who believes in a Church at all, and in its
office to be the teacher and witness of religious truth,
to distinguish between the infinitely varying degrees
of authority with which professed representations of
portions of this truth are propounded for acceptance.
It may be difficult or impossible to agree on a theory
of inspiration; but that the Church doctrine of some
kind of special inspiration of Scripture is part of Chris-
tianity is, unless Christianity be a dream, certain. No
one can reasonably doubt, with history before him,
that the answer of the Christian Church was, the first
time the question was asked, and has continued to be
through ages of controversy, against Arianism, against
Socinianism, against Felagianisrn, against Zwinglian-
ism. It does not follow that the Church has settled
everything, or that there are not hundreds of questions
which it is vain and presumptuous to attempt to settle
by any alleged authority.

Dr. Hampden was in fact unexceptionably, even
rigidly orthodox in his acceptance of Church doctrine
and Church creeds. He had published a volume of
sermons containing, among other things, an able
statement of the Scriptural argument for the doctrine
of the Trinity, and an equally able defence of the
Athanasian Creed. But he felt that there are formu-
laries which may be only the interpretations of doc-
trine and inferences from Scripture of a particulai